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It  is  indeed  axiomatic  to  say  that  a  proper  understanding 
op  things  ia  necessary  to  a  real  appreciation  of  them*  Phis 
is  true  of  all  things  that  we  see  each  day,  until  we-  come  to 
regard  them  without  any  appreciable  analysis  of  their  cause  or  some 
insight  into  their  evolution  and  history#  , of ore  this  war  started, 
the  expression  "our  flag  is  the  symbol  of  our  country  had  become 
almost  a  more  figure  of  speech,  but,  if  we  should  historically 
analyze  it,  we  would  first  agree  that  each  angle,  line  and  color 
of  our  flag  speaks  a  language  which  we  3hould  all  understand  per¬ 
fectly,  in  order  that  we  may  put  forth  our  best  efforts  that  those 
principals  which  were  established  with  such  a  bitter  struggle 
should  not  fall  for  lack  of  supreme  devotion.  Henry  erd  Beecher 
said:  "Our  flag  carries  American  ideas,  American  history  and 

,y 

American  feelings. n  -Yha-  "tars  and • stripes  were  not  simply  selected 
because  of  their  beauty,  but  they  were  chosen  to  e  press  our 
national  traits,  according  to  ancient  principles  of  sign  language, 
and  arranged  under  the  laws  of  heraldry,  a  fine  old  l.Ane  of  descent 
for  a  great  flag.  In  the  flag-language  of  the  chivalric  days  of 
knight  errantry,  while  in  g  repres  nts  the  silver  which  once 
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scone  on  tie  shield  and  crest  of  a  knight  in  battle,  while  yellow 
represents  gold.  Hie  old  heraldric  law  prescribed  that  color 
should  not  touch  color,  nor  metal,  natal,  in  such  a  design,  the 
reason  being  that  colors  blend  at  a  distance,  and  the  loyal  fol¬ 
lowers  could’ not  distinguish  their  leader’s  emblem  in  battle,  'the 
rod  and  blue  in  our  flag,  for  example ,  would  appear  purple  at  a 
distance,  and  arc  therefore  separated  by  white,  that  our  flag 
.fas  most  correctly  arranged  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  can  be 
seen  at  a  greater  '  istanoe  than  any  other  national  emblem* .  That 
eloquent  hero,  Lieut*  ;origordf  did  not  fail  to  note  this  line 
feature  when  he  described  the  first  coming  of  our  flag  to  the 
battle-strained  lines  of  ranee— first  a  point  on  the  horizon, 
then  a  cloud  and  then,  when  the  stars  shone  out  and  the  stripes 
whipped  cheerily  in  the  wind,  miles  of  heart-easing  cheers  went  up 
from  our  new  allies  in  the  trenches* 

The  development  of  the  flag  is  the  sign-history  of  our  country, 
chiming  in  with  and  changing  just  as  the  o  inions  of  its  makers 
followed  the  eloquent  words  of  fa trick  henry  and  the  deeds  of 
'achington .  In  17 7  ,  hahington  hoisted  the  fraud  Union  flag  at  his 
headquarters  in  :  •  abridge  which  showed  thirteen  stripes  for  the 
colon!  s,  but  retained  "the  hnglish  union  cantoned  in  the  corner."1 
(fho  union  of  any  flag,  by  the  way,  is  the  device  in  the  upper 
left-hand  corner  signifying  political  union,  while  canton  Is  the 
Latin  word  for  comer,  end  we  should  :  p  these  two ,mont  common 
words  in  mind  when  deciphering  flag-language.)  '"his  flag  of 
Washington  said  what  many  loyal  British  subjects  said  ut  that  day, 
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that  they  uid  not  wish  to  separate  from  England  but  merely  to 
claim  the  benefits  which  should  come  to  them  ao  a  result  of  their 
being  her  colonies.  The  importance  of  this  flag  was  not  fully 
appreciated  at  the  time,  because  its  voice  was  nearly  drowned  out 
by  the  oratorical  clamor  of  the  various  colonial  flags*  such  ao 
the  rattle  snake  insignia  of  South  Carolina;  ,?Don*t  tread  on  me , 
the  sturdy  pine  tree  of  Massachusetts,  the  white  flag  of  cw  York 
with  its  black  beaver,  and  of  abode  ala:  c;  with  its  blue  anchor. 

Thus  wo  nay  road  closely  in  their  sign  ic.mguc-.ge  th>.  'actual  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  uniformed  nation — jhiericG  did  not  at  first  wish  to 
bo  Independent  and  her  colonies  v/ere  jealous  of  their  sovereign 

i 

individualities,  but  they  wore  slowly  uniting  in  a  stand  for 
justice.  The  famous  picture  of  /a shiny. ton  crossing  the  Delaware 
should  have  displayed  tills  flag,  whereas  it  contains  an  anachronism 
by  showing  the  Stars  and  ?' tripes  which  were  not  created  until  sue 
months  after  this  historic  event  which  it  depicts. 

On  June  14,  177V,  a  new  note  was  sounded  above  this  indecision — 
the  unifying  call  of  complete  Independence  which  was  to  bring  victory 
out  f  confusion.  ’he  continental  congress  prescribed  that,  a  flag 
of  the  United  totes  be  mad©  with  thirteen  ©tripes  for  the  fighting 
colonies,  and  thirteen  stars  set  in  a  circle  on  a  blue  field,  de¬ 
noting  the  political  Union  and  independence  of  the  colonies.  bmee, 
froia  the  first,  our  flag .was  the  national  emblem  of  a  country  and 
not  tho  standard  of  a  person  of  a  family, ' as  the  flags  of  most  other 
nations  were  for  a  long  tim  ,  and  though  our  country  is  one  of  the 
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alone  preceding  it.  Russia  also  had  an  older  flag,  but,  since 


that  hne  been  superceded ,  we  rank  second ft  while  Spain  comes  after 


the  United  tntes,  with  her  national  flag  of  178f-;  ranee ,  1709 


Germany,  1671;  Portugal,  1911,  and  China,  1912. 

tost  historians  generally  agree  r.  w  that  the  use  of  the  stars 
and  stripes  was  suggested  by  Benjamin  Franklin  from  the  three  stars 
and  two  stripes  of  fashington* s  crest,  and  that  a  committee  composed 
of  Gen.  Washington,  Robert ■ Morris  and  Col.  George  Ross  (an  uncle  of 
Betsy  Ross's  husband)  called  upon  Betsy  iocs  with  a  rough  draft  of 
a  flag  for  the  continental  congress.  .  t  her  suggestion,  a  five 
instead  of  a  six-pointed  star  was  used,  with  one  point  upward,  be¬ 
cause  it  vos  the  ancient  symbol  of  authority  and  dominion  ir.  India, 
Persia  and  Rgypt •  Christian  churches  later  used  it  to  signify 
dominion,  and  as  Mrs.  toss  had  continued  her  husband's  bus5r  ess 
of  upholsterAn  and  flag  maker,  rhe  doubtless  he d  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  symbolism  in  m/  king  the  banner  of  colonial  churches. 

Whe  house  whore  she  made  our  first  flag  in  June,  1776,  still  stands 
at  2159  \rch  street,  diiladelphia,  and  Gen.  Joffre  stooped  there  on 
his  recent  visit  to  umerioa  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this 
energetic,  patriotic  and  cheerful  women,  who  ? a  the  inspiration  of 
her  granddaughters,  the  women  of  the  war  tor1  ay. 


I 


-b« 


DUd  uATUNAL  FI,  .'J  FIR"  T  RAISED 


BATTLE  BY  TUP  ATT 


The  colonial  troops  wore  not  long  In  appreciating  tuo  real  va 
value  ol*  '  flag  in  battle  for  cheering  and  arousing  the  Bpirlt  of 
unconquerable  resistance,  os  is  shown  by  the  foil..  )ident;  The 

Garrison  at  Tort  Schuyler,  New  York,  was  without  a  flag  when  a  forco 
of  British  and  Indians  appeared,  and  at  once  the  need  for  showing  their 
mettle  was  felt  by  the  be leagued  little  band*  Shirts  wore  cut  up  for 
white  strlpuoo,  re*,  flannel  found  for  the  red,  and  the  blue  ground  was 
furnished  by  a  coat  of  Capt*  Nv/artwout  of  Duchess  county,  so  that  be¬ 
fore  sunset  a  curious  looking  standard  flung  its  challe  ge  to  tho 
beseiging  f orcon ,  more  beautiful  and  significant  to  its  owners  t lan 
the  most  gorgeous  silk  emblem* 


FIRST  SALUTE  TO  TIT;  P1AG  GIVEN  TO 


NAVY'S  COL. 


Nut  the  Aii' rica.u  flag  was  still  without  the  r-ec fruition  and 
respect  of  nations  abroad.  It  remained  for  our  first  great  naval 
hero,  Copt.  Tohn  Paul.  .Tones,  to  receive  the  salute  to  our  colors 
which  acknowledged  our  existence  an  a  nation,  and  this  salute  was 
most  fittingly  na  'e  by  our  first  m  t5  onal  friend.  Trance,  to  whom 
wf  owe,  for  encouragement  and  substantial  aid,  an  historic  debt  which 
we  have  now  tho  wonderful  opportunity  to  reoay.  l"  is  strange  reversal 
of  our  part  from  a  nation  unselfishly  aided  by  Frohce  to  a  nation 
unselfishly  helping  her,  gives  the  dramatic  significance  of  that  immortal 
speech  of  Gen*  Pershing's  on  his  arrival  in  'ranee,  a  speech  which 
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stirred  the  heart  of  France  to  its  depth—"  afayotte,  we  are 
here."  e  have  heard  so  much  of  the  necessity  for  self  seeking 
among  nations,  that  the  nobility  of  this  hundred  years’  drama  played 
by  Franco  and  America  is  liko  a  mighty  pillar  raised  in  the  tomple 
of  idealism,  the  only  structure  which  the  war  cannot  tear  down, 
which  in  the  contrary,  is  growing  with  every  deed  of  heroism. 

From  the  small,  bankrupt  and  discordant  parts  of  a  colonial 
America,  a  little  strip  of  oeacoast  between  the  wilderness  and  the 
ocean,  our  nation  conquered  that  wilderness  step  by  step,  adding  new 
stars  and  stripes  to  Its  flag,  but  still  with  no  conception  of  the 
majestic  future  before  it.  On  January  113,  1794,  congress  provided 
that  the  flag  should  have  fifteen  stars  and  fifteen  stripes.  The 
Louisiana  Purchase,  five  new  states  and  five  successful  wars  were 
events  which  marked  the  twenty-three  years  under  this  flag,  and 
this  was  the  one  to  which  Francis  Key  addressed  our  national  song 
in  1814.  The  principles  of  our  government  had  worked  svjriftly  and 
strongly  to  build  a  vigorous  state,  and  it  was  now  recognized  that 
the  new  stripes  which  were  coming* thick  and  fast  would  soon  make 
the  flag  unwieldly.  ;>o  on  April  4,  1818,  congress  provided  that 
thirteen  stripes  should  stand  for  the  original  fighting  colonies, 
while  a  star  should  be  added  to  the  "Union"  on  the  Fourth  of  July 
after  each  new  state  had  been  admitted.  The  first  thirteen  stars 
still  stand  for  the  original  colonics,  and  Florida  is  the  twenty- 
seventh  star  on  our  "Union." 


The  language  of  giags  has  changed  just  as  the  language  of 
people,  from  the  elaborate  banners  of  the  riddle  Ages  to  the 
practical  insignia  of  today.  'knowledge  of  the  old  hcraldric 
designs  is  a  romantic  satisfaction  to  the  student,  but  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  modern  flags  is  on  inspiration  and  a  delight  to 
every  human  heart.  ecorations  for  parades  ad  holidays,  when  flags 
so  profusely  used  by  people  who  are  ignorant  of  their  meaning,  tell 
a  ludicrous  story  to  any  one  who  reads  their  helplessly  fluttering 
message.  People  who  were  uncertain  of  the  patterns  of  a  flag  have 
hung  them  upside  down,  which  is  the  signal  of  distress.  ith  the 
bost  intentions  in  the  world,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  have  been  in¬ 
formally  attached  to  the  side  of  a  building  or  scaffolding  when 
they  should  have  been  hun£  from  a  pole,  other  flags  have  been 
strung  underneath  in  direct  violation  of  national  courtesy,  for 
each  should  have  a  separate  pole;  red  flags  to  lend  brightness  to 
the  scene,  have  declared  the  peaceful  inhabitants  were  taking  a 
publio  stand  for  revolution  and  bloodshed,  while  others  who  hung 
out  a  yellow  banner  unconsciously  warned  their  neighbors  that  yellow 
fever  or  some  other  infection, had  broken  out.  On  streets  running  east 
and  west  the^Union”  of  our  flag  should  fly  north,  when  used  as  a 
banner,  while  on  streets  running  north  and  south,  it  should  fly  east, 
though  this  rule  is  also  often  overlooked.  hen  the  president’s  flag 
was  at  hand,  energetic  decorators  have  not  hesitated  to  display  it, 
regardless  of  the  fact  that  they  wore  announcing  that  the  head  of 
our  nation  had  come  to  grace  the  occasion.  The  president’s  flag  is 
an  eagle  on 
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a  bluo  field,  with  a  shield  of  stars  and  stripes  on  its  breast 
and  beneath  the  inscription  "L  Pluribus  Unun".  The  eagle  was 
taken  fron  the  ancient  insignia  of  the  great  ancestor  of  re¬ 
publics,  Home  and  not  as  was  popularly  supposed  from  the  crest 
of  ashington,  which  had  a  raven,  ""his  flag  flies  from  the  hi  to 
’louse  and  is  taken  down  when  the  president  is  absent  on  a*  trip  fron 
the  capitol.  hen  we  have  finally  achieved  peace  and  security  for 
the  world,  our  national  flag,  deejoly  bordered  iirlth  white,  nay  be 
raisod  over  scones  of  great  rejoicing,  to  tell  the  free  people  of 
the  earth  that  we  have  finally  earned  our  right  to  Life,  Liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness.  Other  flags  of  the  United  htates  ar 
often  used  effectively  in  doeoration  without  being  recognized  for 
their  significance,  such  as  the  Revenue  flag  which  is  the  national 
flag  with  the  stripes  arranged  vertically,  our  pendant  with  thirteen 
stars  and  two  stripes,  and  the  American  Jack  which  is  simply  the 
blue  and  white  portion  of  the  flag.  (The  name  Jack  was  first  given 
to  this  portion  of  the  flag  from  the  rench  name  Jacques  for  James 
I  of  'Gotland  and  ngland,  who  first  placed  this  design  on  the  flags 
of  England.  The  presence  of  a  commodore  aboard  his  ship  is  de¬ 
noted  by  a  swallow ' -tailed  blue  flag  with  one  star  in  the  center;  of 
an  admiral,  by  a  blue  flag  with  four  stars  in  the  orm  of  a  rectangle; 
of  a  vice  admiral,  throe  stars  on  blue;  and  a  roar  admiral,  two 
stars  on  blue,  set  Vertically •  Our  most  imposing  pennant  is  the 
"Homeward  bound"  steamer,  forty-five  starred,  which  floats  from  the 
main  mast  of  a  ship  and  is  often  so  long  that  It  trails  In  the  Y/ater 
at  the  stern.  hat  a  spectacle  that  sign  will  present  when  our  ships 
come  homo  at  last  from  their  mighty  labors,  with  the  men  we  have  sent 
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to  fight  our  battles  oversees,  and  to  keep  our  own  land  unspoiled  by 
the  ruthle33  hand  of  war l 

On  October  29,  1912,  Executive  Order  No.  1637  defined  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  our  flag,  thus  standardizing  the  shape  and  sizes.  The 
proportion  are: 

Fly  (length)  of  flag  1,9 

Hoist  (width)  of  flag,  1. 

Hoist  (width)  of  union,  7-13, 

Fly  (length)  of  union,  ,76. 

ldth  of  each  stripe,  1-13, 

Only  American  bunting,  woven  on  American  loons,  is  used  in 
making  our  flags. 

The  rules  governing  the  display  of  the  flag  should  also  be 
more  strictly  observed,  especially  now  that  our  country  is  at  war 
and  needs  the  utmost  devotion  and  respect  of  every  citizen  and 

C.' 

soldier.  The  flag  should  not  be  hoisted  before  sunrise  or  allowed 
to  remain  up  after  sunset,  for  a  flag  which  is  wot  by  the  evening 

dew  and  dried  in  the  sun  soon  fades  and  looks  dilapidated,  and  be- 

\ 

sides,  the  daily  care  of  that  flag  serves  to  remind  everyone  mutely 

* 

but  forcibly  of  a  duty  which  is  always  before  them  and  which  they 

cannot  perform  too  well  or  too  fully.  At  morning  and  evening  colors 

"civilian  spectators  should  stand  at  attention,"  and  remove  their  hats, 

/ 
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and  at  this  oerenony  the  flag  should  never  be  allowed  to  touch 


lowered  by  any  neohanioal 


the  ground 


appliance.  hen  national  and  state  or  other  flags  fly  together, 
the  national  flag  should  be  on  the  right  in  the  place  of  honor, 
and  under  no  circumstances  should  the  flag  be  used  to  cover  a  box 
or  piece  of  furniture,  or  be  placed  whore  any  object  may  be  placed 
upon  it.  flags  used  in  unveiling  a  monument  should  not  fall  to 
the  ground  either,  but  fly  out  during  the  rest  of  the  ceremony. 
Besides  the  complicated  codes  of  flag  signals  for  ships,  there 
are  a  few  international  signals  by  which  all  nations  may  exchange 
expressions  of  good  will.  Dipping  the  colors  at  sea,  to  express 

honor  and  respect,  consists  in  hauling  them  down  and  then  replacing 

♦ 

them,  but  they  must  not  be  allowed  to  remain  stationary  at  all 
when  lowered,  as  this  is  at  half  mast,  a  sign  of  mourning. 

rhile  the  insignia  of  our  groat  political  power  were  being 
formulated,  what  mighty  strides  were  bringing  our  flag  to  forty- 
eight  stars  and  the  pinnacle  of  world  powers l  The  sun  never  sots 
now  upon  Old  Glory  with  her  broad  land  and  colonics  in  all  parts 
~of  the  earth.  In  1909,,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  placed 
upon  the  Ilorth  Pole,  a  goal  for  which  all  nations  had  striven  in 
fi’iendly  rivalry,  and  it  was  reviewed  by  the  nations  of  the  earth 
in  the  majestic  tour  of  our  fleet  around  the  world,  receiving 
respectful  and  cordial  welcome  in  the  most  remote  corners  of  the 
earth.  Triad  and  strengthened  by  a  grim  struggle  with  nature 
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and  nan,  the  flag  of  our  country  is  now  backed  by  ninety  millions 
of  people  whose  spirit  cannot  help  but  rise  to  its  message  which 
says  "this  is  a  {pod  country  to  live  in  only  because  our  fore¬ 
fathers  never  failed  in  willingness  to  give  their  lives  for  de¬ 
fense  of  the  rights  it  stood  for,"— and  we  stand  ready  for  any 
sacrifice  in  order  that  what  has  been  so  dearly  bought  may  be 
preserved.  And  while  the  past  is  righ  with  the  treasure  of  a 
struggling  but  ever  rising  tide  of  strength  and  prosperity,  let 
ue  not  forget  that  there  is  a  lurid  wave  now  slowly  covering  our 
fair  land,  which  is  tinged  with  the  blood  of  American  manhood,  a 
manhood  striving  to  make  our  flag  mean  more  than  any  flag  in  the 
world  has  ever  before  signified.  There  have  been  many  flags 
which  flaunted  themselves  as  champions  of  these  causes,  equality, 
Justice  and  peaceful  dominion,  but  the Ac  methods  of  attaining  tlieir 
ideals  have  proved  to  be  empty  theories.  This  generation  of 
American  men  and  women  are  bending  their  united  efforts,  night 
and  day,  to  put  into  every  day  life  not  on  y  for  themselves  and 
their  posterity,  but  unselfishly  for  the  whole  world,  the 
practicalities  of  humanitarian ism,  toleration  of  other  peoples’ 
opinions,  open-mindedness ,  equality  of  opportunity  and  that 
spirit  of  unselfishness  which  not  only  strengthens  the  one  who 
is  in  need,  but  increases  the  beneficent  powers  of  the  deliverer. 

Let  us  not  take  our  flag  simply  as  a  matter  of  course,  but 
let  us  honor  it,  reverence  its  bright  history  and  raise  our 

patriotism  out  of  the  sphere  of  mere  talk  and  fine  theory.  Let 

i;  ihf 
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us  make  a  good  start  to  at  least  visualize  for  ourselves  each 
day  the  fact  that  we  believe  strongly  enough  in  what  our  flag 
represents  and  is  actually  accomplishing  in  the  world  to  make 
it  our  pride  that  promptly  and  willingly,  as  a  soldier  in  the 
battle  line  for  humanity,  we  shall  stand  at  0  o’clock  and  with 
bared  head,  do  honor  and  give  that  thought  for  our  country’s  need 
which  will  be  a  daily  help  to  our  growing  conviction  that  our 
flag  will  yet  realize  for  the  world  "Peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  toward  men." 

AT  SIX  O’CLOCK  SALUTE  THE  FLAG  WHICH  HAS  LED  OUR  BOYS 
AT  THE  FRONT  DURING  THE  DAY. 

Florida  Metropolis,  Hay  6,  1016. 
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